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Title of Activity:  

The Young Lumad Professionals’ View on the NCIP’s Resolution Denouncing the term 

Lumad. 

 

Type of Activity: Conversations (Pakighinabi) via Zoom 

 

Background and Objectives: 

 

The resolution signed by the commissioners of the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples 

(NCIP), sitting en banc, on March 2, denounced the use of the term Lumad primarily because it is 

a Cebuano term and was adopted by the members of the Lumad Mindanaw Peoples’ Federation 

(LMPF) to control the identification of the IPs under the banner of CPP-NPA-NDF. 

 

The immediate response of a small group of centers under the Ateneo de Davao University was to 

communicate with the members of LMPF, who were specifically pointed out in the resolution, and 

offered bridging a dialogue with selected officials of the NCIP and its “adjunct” task force. 

Although they expressed gratitude at the quick response of the group, the LMPF officers wanted 

to deal with this matter themselves in their own way, through their own network. 

 

During the week of the resolution’s release, civil and church groups have started to express their 

support to the IPs on social media platform. They particularly criticized NCIP’s resolution as 

having no historical basis. On the other hand, the DACS AdvoCom members, during its meeting 

on 15 March, agreed to listen first to the voices of Lumad before proposing any appropriate plan 

of action. 

 

On 27 March, the spokesperson of LMPF and with leaders from Mt. Kitanglad (representing 3 

tribes) and from the non-Islamized indigenous peoples of the BARMM, shared their different 

realities vis-a-vis the resolution. Mr. Edtami Mansayagan, who spoke on behalf of the members of 

LMPF, expressed gratitude to the space given them and recounted their disappointment to NCIP’S 

action. This, after the initial fear that their members went through upon learning of the resolution. 

The members of LMPF have already found their footing and have claimed back their courage to 

speak out. They now welcome platforms where they can express their true sentiment, to which 

both UGAT Foundation and AdDU’s Anthropology Dept. have both committed to assist them. 
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At the margins of the debate on whether the term Lumad, as referring to the indigenous cultural 

communities of Mindanao are the new breed of Lumads who were born with the term being 

ascribed to them, embraced it, and have self-ascribed themselves as being so; devoid of the 

baggage of its past. These are the young Lumad professionals who have embraced who they are, 

have received “opportunities” that come with it, and have now chosen to go back to the 

communities where their kinships are strongest. They are the IP professionals who have chosen to 

serve their fellow Lumad. It is therefore important that aside from the elders, we will hear the 

younger voices, who, in line with their commitment at the grassroots level, can also be affected, 

or at worse, become vulnerable because of the politics of the past and of the present.  

 

The proposed conversation aims to listen to these young Lumads, who have grown into 

professional adults with the term, and where they locate themselves vis-à-vis their elders’ assertion 

and NCIP’s denunciation of the use of term Lumad. From these voices, we will provide analysis 

and faith-based reflections from our partners and academic institutions. 

 

 Some suggested questions: 

 a.) What do young IPs think of the current debate about the use of the term Lumad? 

 b.) Does this resolution have possible impact in their communities? 

c.) What do they think are the good and bad points of the resolution and what can they do 

or contribute at the personal level to improve the discourse? 

d) What are the reflections of our academe and partners in our advocacies for the 

indigenous people? 

 

PROGRAM FLOW (See page 3) 

 

MEDIUM OF CONVERSATION: Visayan and Tagalog 

 

ZOOM Link:  

 

https://zoom.us/j/94309182921?pwd=K3BMVDBwdEZONktRNnJ2cGVRRUpuQT09 

Meeting ID: 943 0918 2921 

Passcode: 446270 

 

FACEBOOK Live Streaming: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/assumptiondavao.edu.ph 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/94309182921?pwd=K3BMVDBwdEZONktRNnJ2cGVRRUpuQT09
https://www.facebook.com/assumptiondavao.edu.ph
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