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July 7, 2022 
 
His Excellency 
FERDINAND “BONGBONG” R. MARCOS, JR. 
President  
Republic of the Philippines 
 
Dear President Marcos: 
 
Greetings from the Davao Association of Catholic Schools! 
 
Heartfelt congratulations on your being elected 17th President of the 
Republic of the Philippines!  Congratulations as well for your inspiring 
inaugural address, delivered with the long-missed eloquence of a 
statesman.  We were inspired especially by your clear emphasis on 
agriculture and food sufficiency. 
 
Mr. President, we also appreciate your clear statement that you 
welcome dialogue and are “open to suggestions coming from hard-
thinking and unsparing judgement” from ourselves, Filipinos and 
Filipinas.  We appreciate that your administration views people’s 
participation as central to governance.  Therefore, from among your 
people, we take this opportunity to put forward our views relative to 
food security.   We are one with you in pushing agriculture as key to 
our nation’s survival. 
 
We completely agree with your idea that “an agriculture damaged and 
diminished by unfair competition will have a harder time or will have 
no prospects at all of recovering. Food sufficiency must get the 
preferential treatment.” Especially in the light of the global 
ramifications of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, there is nothing more 
urgent than the country’s ability to produce its own food and make it 
available least expensively to its people.  
 
However, Mr. President, the lands supposedly devoted to agri-
fisheries and forestry especially in Mindanao now face the risk of 
dissipation as they are converted to or endangered by mining 
tenements allegedly for economic gains. Also threatened is the rich 
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biodiversity of Mindanao. It is our firm belief that the economic gains cannot outweigh our 
losses in agriculture and food security should mining proceed.  
 
We believe we cannot build our nation upon the suffering of the Filipino people and the 
prospect of hunger due to food insecurity. These mining projects (e.g. Tampakan Gold-Copper 
Mines in South Cotabato, and the Arc Nickel Mining in Banay-Banay, the Austral-Asia Link 
Mining Corp. and Hallmark Mining in Bgy Macambol, Mati, all in Davao Oriental) are nestled in 
valuable watersheds within their final mining areas. By necessity, they coopt the areas’ water 
supply. The people’s food supply then is their necessary collateral damage.  They will unduly 
deprive the lowland farming communities of their necessary water for irrigation. Lakes in 
downstream communities will also suffer as the mines are granted exclusive rights to the use of 
water; the people’s fishing industry is thereby killed. Meanwhile, the mines would have to 
destroy thousands of hectares of forest lands and their bio-diverse flora and fauna.  They also 
displace the indigenous peoples from their ancestral homes and destroy their invaluable 
cultural heritage.   
 
Agriculture must take priority over mining in land use if we are to seriously commit ourselves to 
“preferential treatment” for food security.  Among the most unfair and destructive competitors 
to the people’s agriculture is mining, especially large-scale, open pit mining.   
 
Meanwhile we are also worried about your vision of eco-tourism with “emphasis on accessing 
nature’s beauty”, which we share, already being destroyed by mining activities on the ground.  
We share your hope for a vigorous and lucrative eco-tourism in the country.  But this is 
threatened by the ecologically destructive mining industry.   
 
Take for example the case of Macambol Nickel Mining in Mati, Davao Oriental. The project is 
only 8 kms from the Protected Seascape of Pujada Bay as secured by Presidential Proclamation 
431 and Republic Act 7586 and only about 4 kms from the UNESCO Heritage Site of Mount 
Hamiguitan Wildlife Range which is also protected under Republic Act 9303. Regardless of the 
claim that the project site is outside the protected area, the project will disrupt and disturb the 
beauty of the protected sea- and landscape.  Considering the nature of ecosystems, from ridge 
to reef, everything is interconnected. 
 
Allow mining in these areas, what would be left of this natural beauty is an abused earth unable 
to sustain life because we allowed extractive mining to rob our generation and future 
generations of the right to a balanced and healthy ecology and the right to “access to nature’s 
beauty”.   
 
We support your leadership in this crusade for an agricultural revolution for the Philippine. If 
food sufficiency enjoys preferential treatment, mining cannot be allowed where critical 
watersheds are. Hence, we pray that you carefully study the impacts of these mining projects 
relative to food supply and thoroughly review the Philippine Mining Act of 1995 (RA 7094)  vs. 
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the more responsible Alternative Minerals Management Bill that has been pending in Congress 
for quite a while. 
 
These suggestions from “hard thinking and unsparing judgment” are coming from us, Filipinos 
and Filipinas, who have nothing but love for our country. We offer them because you said, “We 
shall seek, not scorn dialogue, [and] listen respectfully to contrary views,” even as we hope that 
our views are not contrary to yours.   They cannot be in your prioritization of agriculture and 
food security. 
 
Should this merit your kind attention, we would be more than willing to discuss this further 
with you to articulate resolutions that might be relevant for “a comprehensive, all-inclusive 
plan for economic transformation” and its implementation.   
 
Thank you for your kind attention. 
 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 

 
BRO. NOELVIC H. DELORIA, SC      FR. JOEL E. TABORA, SJ 
 DACS President                                DACS Advocom Chair 
 
 
 
 


