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January 8, 2020 
 
HON. GOVERNOR DAKILA CUA 
President, Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines 
 
HON. EDGARDO D. LABELLA 
National Chairman, League of Cities 
 
HON. LUIS C. SINGSON 
National President, League of Municipalities of the Philippines 
 

 
Subject: Appeal for Waiver of All Regulatory Fees for Private Educational Institutions 

 
Gentlemen: 

 
Greetings of Peace! 

 
We write on behalf of the Coordinating Council of Private Educational Associations (COCOPEA), 

which serves as the unifying voice of private education in the Philippines. COCOPEA is composed of more 
than 2,500 educational institutions in the country, represented by its five (5) member-associations: 
Philippine Association of Private Schools, Colleges and Universities (PAPSCU); Philippine Association of 
Colleges and Universities (PACU); Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines (CEAP); Association 
of Christian Schools Colleges and Universities (ACSCU); and Technical Vocational Schools Association of 
the Philippines (TVSA). 

 
The private education sector is one of the sectors seriously affected by the pandemic. According 

to the Department of Education, 865 private schools have closed down for S.Y. 2020, affecting more than 
3,000 teachers and 40,000 students. There are also 398,000 private school students who migrated to the 
public school system at the start of the current school year.  

 
Because of the serious financial constraints brought about by low enrolment in all private 

educational institutions, many faculty, teachers and school personnel are also affected. Currently there 
are 409,757 1  teachers, faculty and school personnel in private educational institutions all over the 
country. They are either on reduced pay or no pay at all because of the temporary reduction and cessation 
of work while under flexible learning. Job security has become a major concern for them and their families. 

 
It is in this light that we URGENTLY AND COLLECTIVELY APPEAL ON BEHALF OF ALL PRIVATE 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE COUNTRY, FOR THE WAIVER OF ALL REGULATORY FEES DUE in their 
respective local government units, until such time that face to face classes are allowed to resume and 
enrolment has returned to normalcy. 

                                                             
1 Combined Number of DepEd employees and CHED Data on Private HEI Faculty 
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This reprieve and funds saved from payment of regulatory fees would come a long way in helping 
many private schools in continuing their flexible learning and other alternative delivery modes to provide 
access to more students, as well as training of and compensation for teachers.  

 
While we acknowledge that it is within the power of the local government to impose regulatory 

fees in the exercise of its police power to promote general welfare, we believe that the waiver of fees 
would allow the private educational institutions to complement this power, in ensuring continuity of 
quality education for all learners through sustainable operations.  

 
Thank you very much and we hope for your prompt and favorable action on our appeal. 
 
Maraming Salamat Po! 
 

 
 

 
LOURDES ALMEDA-SESE, Ed.D 

Chairperson, COCOPEA 
President,Philippine Association of Private Schools, Colleges, & Universities 

(PAPSCU) 
  
 
 
 

ANTHONY JOSE M. TAMAYO 
President 
Philippine Association of Colleges and Universities (PACU) 
 

SR. MA. MARISSA R. VIRI, RVM 
President 
Catholic Educational Association of the 
Philippines (CEAP) 

 
 
 
PIO D. BACONGA, CPA, MBA, DFRIAcc 
President 
Association of Christian Schools, Colleges, and Universities 
(ACSCU)  

 
 
 
FR. ONOFRE INOCENCIO, JR. 
President 
Technical Vocational Schools Association 
(TVSA) 
 

 
 

 
ATTY. JOSEPH NOEL M. ESTRADA 

Managing Director 
 
 

 



 
 

 

2515 High Street South Corporate Plaza Tower 2, 26th Street Cor. 11th Avenue, BGC, Taguig City 1634 
Landline nos. (02) 7194089 and (02) 7193103 

 
Copy Furnished: 
 
HON. SEC. EDUARDO M. AÑO 
Secretary, DILG 
 
SEN. SHERWIN GATCHALIAN 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Basic Education 
 
SEN. JOEL VILLANUEVA 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Higher Education 
 
CONG. MARK O. GO 
Chairman, House Committee on Higher and Technical Education 
 
CONG. ROMAN T. ROMULO 
Chairman, House Committee on Basic Education 




