FROM THE MINDANAWONS TO A MINDANAWON:

(9]

iAl Qali'?}

A CALL FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE BANGSAMORO TRANSITION TO 2025

We, the peoples of Mindanao,

RECOGNIZING the legislative spirit of RA 11054, otherwise known as the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL), a social justice enactment which was widely
ratified by the peoples of the Bangsamoro region in a plebiscite last January 21
and February 6, 2019, we affirm the creation of the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region of Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) government as a testament to the
rectification of historical injustices against the Bangsamoro people after more
than half a century of armed conflict;

KNOWING the sincere commitment of the President to uplift the quality of
life of every Mindanawon including those in the diaspora, we believe that a well
functioning, fully operational and a CAB-compliant (Comprehensive Agreement
on the Bangsamoro) BARMM government can be one of the most important, if
not the most important legacy of the first Mindanawon President, Rodrigo R.
Duterte, to the fulfillment of the elusive peace which every Mindanawon dreams
of;

ACKNOWLEDGING the complexity of setting up the BARMM government
through the interim Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA) with the end view of
building the bureaucracy, institutionalizing moral governance, hiring personnel,
legislating priority codes and delivering public goods, we imagine that the three-
year transition is very difficult to achieve because:

1. the mandates given to the BTA under the BOL are quite enormous and
challenging, that completing them in only 1,265 days is close to
impossible,

2. the post-conflict autonomous governance transition requires sufficient
time to be effective, meaningful and functional, and

3. that the period of transition as originally envisioned became tenuous
and untenable with the unprecedented mayhem of the Covid-19
pandemic practically robbing the BTA an entire year of work;

ASSERTING that while some deliverables are yet to be accomplished many of
which are critical to the founding of a self-reliant Bangsamoro government, we
attest that key accomplishments have already been carefully executed. To name
some among many others are:

1. the organization of the bureaucracy led by a fully functioning BTA
interim government;

2. the setting up of institutions, offices and agencies like the Bangsamoro
Human Rights Commission, Socio Economic Development and Planning
System, Bangsamoro Women Commission, Bangsamoro Youth
Commission and the Attorney General’s Office — all needed in ensuring
that public services continue in the midst of adapting to the new
government;

3. the hiring of personnel to fill the essential posts in the autonomous
government;

4. the establishment of the Intergovernmental Relations Bodies (IGRB)
maintaining the bridge of asymmetrical relationship between the
National Government and the BARMM; and

5. the enactment of important legislations like the Bangsamoro
Appropriations Act, and the Bangsamoro Administrative Code, while
the Local Government Code, Civil Service Code, Education Code,
Electoral Code, Revenue Code and a Law protecting the rights of
indigenous peoples are already underway;

UNDERSCORING the utmost importance of securing the Bangsamoro
dream to come into fruition based on the negotiated peace agreements, we
register our deep commitment as stakeholders, advocates and builders of peace
especially in Mindanao by journeying with the peoples of the Bangsamoro
homeland, making sure that this long-fought self-governance will not be
weakened by haste and swiftness;

ECHOING the voices of the peoples of Mindanao, led by the academic
institutions along with the civil society representing professional associations,
faith-based organizations, youth, women, traditional leaders, public servants in
different local governments, business, indigenous peoples, internally displaced
persons and peace-loving institutions and individuals, we express our support to
the resolutions passed by the League of Municipalities of the Philippines Tawi-
Tawi Chapter and the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of the Province of
Maguindanao, as well as the eight (8) bills filed in Congress, calling for extension
of the Bangsamoro Transition together with the incumbent BTA to guarantee the
continuity of the gains achieved thus far;

THEREFORE, as one unified Mindanawon voice, we make public the
following calls:

1. More than anyone in government, we believe that it is the President
who understands best the complexity of peacework in Mindanao. As
Mindanawons, we call upon our Mindanawon President Rodrigo R.
Duterte, to certify as urgent the bills in Congress to amend the BOL,
specifically Section 13, Article XVI of RA 11054, seeking to extend the
transition period to another three (3) years or until 2025;

2. With faith, we trust that our legislators in Congress do not only fulfill
a legislative function but they have embraced their roles as hewers of
peace in matters of interest to Mindanao. We call on the members of
Congress, especially those representing the diverse voices of
Mindanao to urgently amend the BOL so that the needed extension
may come to effect;

3. Given the onerous task of providing a smooth and efficient transition,
we continue to support the BTA in their work so that the peace
dividends may be enjoyed by the peoples of the Bangsamoro. We
recommence our call upon the members of the BTA to fulfill its
mandates under the BOL and meet the targets judiciously by keeping
their commitment to the principles of inclusivity and moral
governance; and

4. We call upon every peace-loving person in Mindanao and in the
Philippines to unceasingly safeguard the gains of our long-drawn
peacebuilding work by joining the call for the BARMM Transition
Extension and continue to create spaces of peace in our respective
communities.

Inspired by the “Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living
Together,” we join His Holiness Pope Francis and The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar,
Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, in saying that, this statement is also issued,

“In the name of God who has created all human beings equal in rights, duties and
dignity, and who has called them [us] to live together as brothers and sisters, to
fill the earth and make known the values of goodness, love and peace.”
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